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large leaves crowned the lofty summit of each individual tree,
which, to an immense height, was totally divested of branches
or foliage. The Hottah rajah having awakened from his trance,
felt his mind deeply impressed with the unusual nature of his
dreams; but in the aiatural excitement which the hope of his
recovery encouraged, he renewed his oblations and prayers,
believing that a display of omnipotent mercy would be the
result. A cobra di capello, the Naya of the Cingalese (Coluber
Naja, Linn.), and sacred snake of the Buddhists, shortly afterwards
approached; and having expanded its spectacle-marked hood,
raised its head a cubit above the. ground, and observed the
rajah steadily for some moments; after which the animal,
extending his blue forked tongue, and thrice bowing its head,
lapped water from the leaf in which it had been reserved for
the rajah's particular use. Having thrice repeated the draught,
the animal, still keeping its eyes fixed on the rajah, gradually
retired to the jungle. This was conviction itself of Buddhoo's
favour. Again the prince felt his eyelids grow weary; but in
his then state of disease, he had determined to occupy no place
of shelter save that which the shady Bogaha (Ficus religiosa),
the tree under which he reposed, afforded him. No sooner had
sleep a second time exerted it's magic influence, than his former
vision recurred, with the additional appearance of an aged man,
whose face bore the appearance of the moon in all its splendour.
It was Ma ha Sudona, the father of the god Bucldhoo, who stood
before the astounded rajah, and thus accosted him:—'From
ignorance of the sacredness of the ground over which the god's
favourite tree casts its honoured shade, thou once didst omit '
the usual respect due to it from all created beings. Its deeply
pointed leaf distinguishes it above all other trees as sacred to
Bucldhoo; and under another ti*ee of the same heavenly character
thou now liest, a mass of sores and ulcers, which the impurity
of the red water within the l^trge and small rivers of thy body
has, at the great deity's command, brought upon thee externally.
But since the snake, the kind snake, the shelterer of the god
Buddhoo when on earth, has thrice partakqn of thy drink, thou
wilt derive health and long life by obeying the commands which
I now bear thee. In that direction (pointing towards the south)
lies thy remedy. One hundred hours' journey will bring thee to
those trees which thou hast seen in thy dream, and which thou

